Evidence for Prosecution.
Statement by the Prisoner
used in the garden as a weed-killer. I have always had consider-
able trouble with weeds on the path of my vegetable garden. The
purchase of a Ib. of arsenic in June, 1919, was for the same
purpose, and was used in exactly the same way. The liquid and
powder weed-killer were purchased [to my order] by Jay, of
Castle Gardens, Hay (my gardener), who attended to my garden at
that time to my order. I don't even know how much was pur-
chased, and I never saw it. I believe it was kept in the stable.
In January, 1921, I made a further purchase of J Ib. of arsenic at
Mr. Davies's shop. A small amount of this was used as a weed-
killer after being boiled with caustic soda by myself. It was not
a success, and I which explains why I have some left at my house.
When I purchased this arsenic it was mixed with charcoal. I
am keeping this to make a further trial later on. I remember
talking to Mr. Taylor, the bank manager of Hay, respecting my
recipe for weed-killer. I remember being pleased at being able to
make my own weed-killer at a much cheaper rate than the pre-
pared article, which after the war was very dear, and I could not
afford it. This last preparation I carried out myself as before by
boiling the arsenic with caustic soda in a petrol can. Although
I have no motor car, I use petrol for a petrol gas installation.
From the 2nd September to the 20th September, 1921 [as far
as I can trace], I did not leave Hay, but on the 21st September,
1921, I went motoring with Mr. Lee, surveyor of taxes of Derby,
who took myself and my son to Bath, where my son was returning
to school. We returned on the Sunday following. I don't take
chocolates myself, and have not purchased any of them since I
bought a small box for my late wife in [August] 1920. These
I bought in Hay, but I can't remember the shop. They were cer-
tainly not Fullers', which I was of the impression were not procur-
able at [in] Hay. During the period between the 2nd and 20th
September, 1921, while I was in Hay transacting business at my
office and residing at my house. I did not leave the town, I may
have called on friends socially, but I do not remember. I am un-
able to throw any light upon the finding of arsenic in Mr. Martin's
urine, or as to the cause of his illness after having tea with me
on the 26th October, 1921. I did not touch the food he ate in
any way, and partook myself of what was on the same dish. If
arsenic got into the food, I cannot account for it being there.
The cupboard where I keep the arsenic at my house contains boot-
cleaning materials, and is unlocked. Nobody in the house, so far
as I know,*is aware of the presence of arsenic in the house. This
arsenic I speak of is the only poison in my possession anywhere,
excepting, of course, any contained in medicine. I have a medi-
cine chest in my [a] bedroom. I make this statement quite volun-
tarily and without being questioned, H. Rowse Armstrong, 31st
December, 1921."
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